
(_ 

Crepidolithus fossus RoMEIN, 1977 

Crepidolithus 
fossus 

Fig. B - Crepidolithus fossus n. sp., Ba, paratype, Sm 562, Utrecht slide T 296, location 

V + 4, - 3, distal view, 6500 X; Bb, holotype, Sm 562, Utrecht slide T 295, location 

V - 4, + 6 proximal view 7000 X; Be, same specimen, tilted 50°, 7000 X; Bd, para type, 

Sm 562, Utrecht slide T 297, location V + 5, + 5, transmitted light, distal view, 2250 X; 
Be, same specimen, cross-polarized light. 

Description: 

Description: An elliptical species of Crepidolithus, composed of 25-35 trapezoidal 

elements. The elements are widest at the distal side and show a slight dextral 

inclination if viewed from the distal side. Some elements extend into the centre 

of the ellipse at the distal side, while others do not, thus giving rise to several, 

irregularly spaced pores. At the proximal side the elements all have about the 

same width and are arranged around an elliptical central cavity. 

Differential dioagnosis: These forms differ from the Jurassic species Crepidolithus 

crassus NoEL by the absence of a proximal cycle of elements. 

Crepidolithus neocrassus shows more strongly inclined elements and a proximal 

cycle of elements. 

"Discolithus" rimosus BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN, 1961 , shows strongly sinistrally 

inclined elements in distal view. 

Derivation of name: From fodire (lat.), to perforate. 

Size: length: 5-7 f-l; width: 4.5-6.5 ~t; height: 2-3 f-l· 

Remarks: 

The species is easily distinguished in the light microscope by its high birefringence 
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colors in cross-polarized light. The curvature of the extinction lines is dextral 
in distal view. 

T~~: ( 

Lower Danian, Lower Paleocene. 
B. sparsus Zone, C. tenuis Zone. 

Type locality: 

The Barranco del Gredero (Caravaca, prov. Murcia, S.E. Spain). 

Depository: 

Micropaleontological collections of the Geological Institute of the State University 
of Ultrecht. 
Holotype: T 295, sample Sm 562 from the Jorquera formation, member B. 

Author: 

Romein A.J.T., 1977, p. 273; pl. 1, fig. 8. 
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